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character (n)  

list (n) ÃÒÂª×èÍ
colonel (n)  

¾Ñ¹μíÒÃÇ¨àÍ¡
owner (n) à¨ŒÒ¢Í§
wife (n) ÀÃÃÂÒ
friend (n) à¾×èÍ¹
maid (n) ÊÒÇãªŒ
butler (n) 
elderly (adj) ÊÙ§ÍÒÂØ
unmarried (adj)  

ÂÑ§äÁ‹áμ‹§§Ò¹
reputation (n)  

ª×èÍàÊÕÂ§
solve (v) ä¢»ÃÔÈ¹Ò
murder (n) ¦Òμ¡ÃÃÁ
mysteries (pl ¢Í§ 

mystery) »ÃÔÈ¹Ò
constable (n)  

¾ÅμíÒÃÇ¨
village (n) 
policeman (n) μíÒÃÇ¨
chief constable (n) 

police detective 
(n) 

work (v) ·íÒ§Ò¹
(n) 

industry (n) 
ÍØμÊÒË¡ÃÃÁ

local (adj) ·ŒÍ§¶Ôè¹
GP (n) Â‹Í¨Ò¡ general 

 

professional (adj) 
Á×ÍÍÒªÕ¾

dancer (n) ¹Ñ¡àμŒ¹
bridge hostess (n) 

Character List

Colonel Arthur Bantry: owner of Gossington Hall

Mrs Dolly Bantry: wife of Colonel Bantry of Gossington 

Hall; friend of Miss Jane Marple

Mary: maid at Gossington Hall

Lorrimer: butler at Gossington Hall

Miss Jane Marple: elderly unmarried lady with a                           

reputation for solving murder mysteries; friend of Dolly 

Bantry’s

Constable Palk: village policeman

Colonel Melchett: Chief Constable of the Radfordshire 

police, and a friend of the Bantrys’

Inspector Slack: a police detective who works for 

Colonel Melchett

Basil Blake:

Dinah Lee: a young woman who lives with Blake

Dr Haydock: local GP and police doctor

Ruby Keene: eighteen-year-old professional dancer who 

works at the Majestic Hotel

Josie Turner: a dancer and bridge hostess who also works 
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cousin (n) ÅÙ¡¾ÕèÅÙ¡¹ŒÍ§
tennis (n) ¡ÕÌÒà·¹¹ÔÊ
teacher (n) 
also (adv) ´ŒÇÂ, 

àª‹¹¡Ñ¹
rich (adj) ÃèíÒÃÇÂ
businessman (n) 

¹Ñ¡¸ØÃ¡Ô¨
stay (v) ¾Ñ¡ÍÒÈÑÂ
son-in-law (n) 

ÅÙ¡à¢Â
daughter-in-law 

(n) 
son (n) ÅÙ¡ªÒÂ

(det) áÃ¡
marriage (n)  

¡ÒÃáμ‹§§Ò¹
manager (n) ¼ÙŒ̈ Ñ́ ¡ÒÃ
superintendent (n) 

detective (n) 
retired (adj)  

à¡ÉÕÂ³ÍÒÂØ
head (n) ËÑÇË¹ŒÒ
girl guide (n)  

à¹μÃ¹ÒÃÕ
doctor (n) 
driver (n) 
helper (n) ¼ÙŒª‹ÇÂ

at the Majestic Hotel; Ruby’s cousin

Raymond Starr: professional dancer and tennis teacher  

who also works at the Majestic Hotel

 a rich elderly businessman staying 

at the Majestic Hotel

Mark Gaskell:

staying at the Majestic Hotel

also staying at the Majestic Hotel

Peter Carmody:

marriage, also staying at the Majestic Hotel

George Bartlett: young man staying at the Majestic Hotel

Mr Prestcott: manager of the Majestic Hotel

Superintendent Harper: a detective with the Glenshire 

Police

Sir Henry Clithering: retired head of the London Police, 

Hugo McLean: a friend of Adelaide’s

Pamela Reeves: a sixteen-year-old Girl Guide

Dr Metcalf: a doctor

Edwards: 

Florence Small: Girl Guide and friend of Pamela’s
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sleep (n) 
frown (v) 
wake sb (v) »ÅØ¡ãËŒμ×è¹
quickly (adv)  

ÍÂ‹Ò§ÃÇ´àÃçÇ
early (adv) àªŒÒμÃÙ‹
bring (v) ¹íÒÁÒ
knock (n) 
came (pt ¢Í§ come) 

´Ñ§¢Öé¹
properly (adv)  

wake up (v) μ×è¹¹Í¹
open (v) 
frightened (adj) 

ËÇÒ´¡ÅÑÇ
voice (n) ¹éíÒàÊÕÂ§
body (n) È¾
library (n) ËŒÍ§Ë¹Ñ§Ê×Í
ran out (pt ¢Í§ run) 

ÇÔè§ÍÍ¡ä»
again (adv) 
tear (n) ¹éíÒμÒ
sat up (pt ¢Í§ sit) 

ÅØ¡¢Öé¹¹Ñè§
shook (pt ¢Í§ shake) 

à¢Â‹Ò
husband (n) ÊÒÁÕ
grunt (v) ·íÒàÊÕÂ§ÎÖ́ ÎÑ́
hear (v) ä´ŒÂÔ¹
dream (v) ½˜¹
story (n) àÃ×èÍ§ÃÒÇ
read (v) Í‹Ò¹
found (pp ¢Í§ ) 

 à¨Í
dead (adj) μÒÂáÅŒÇ
rug (n) ¾ÃÁ
happen (v) à¡Ô´¢Öé¹
real life (n) ªÕÇÔμ¨ÃÔ§

In her sleep Mrs Dolly Bantry frowned. Something was 

waking her – someone was coming – too quickly and 

too early. This was not Mary bringing the morning cup 

of tea.

A knock came at the door. Without properly  

waking up, Mrs Bantry said: ‘Come in.’ The door  

opened and Mary’s frightened voice said: ‘Oh, Mrs 

Bantry, Mrs Bantry, there’s a body in the library.’

And then she ran out again in tears.

Mrs Bantry sat up and shook her husband.

‘Arthur, Arthur! Wake up!’

Colonel Bantry grunted but he didn’t wake up.

‘Arthur! Did you hear what Mary said? There’s a 

body in the library!’

‘You’ve been dreaming, Dolly,’ he said. ‘It’s that 

detective story you were reading where a beautiful 

blonde woman is found dead on the library rug. Bodies 

are always found in libraries in those stories. It doesn’t 

happen in real life.’

Chapter 1
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get up (v) ÅØ¡¢Öé¹
see (v) ´Ù
dream (n) 
jump (v) ¾Ø‹§¾ÃÇ´
pull open 
curtain (n) Á‹Ò¹
put on (pt ¢Í§ put) 

ÊÇÁ, ãÊ‹
dressing gown (n) 

left (pt ¢Í§ leave) 
ÍÍ¡¨Ò¡

servant (n) 
bottom (n) 

´ŒÒ¹Å‹Ò§
stairs (pl) 
look (v) ÁÕ·‹Ò·Ò§
worried (adj) 

à»š¹¡Ñ§ÇÅ
step forward (v) 

¡ŒÒÇÍÍ¡ÁÒ¢ŒÒ§Ë¹ŒÒ
until (conj) ¨¹¡Ç‹Ò
came (pt ¢Í§ come) 

ÁÒ
sir (n) 
ring (v) 
glance (v) 
cry (v) ÃŒÍ§äËŒ
cook (n) 
shoulder (n) äËÅ‹
understood (pt ¢Í§ 

) à¢ŒÒã¨
almost (adv) 
fell over (pt ¢Í§ fall) 

mean (v) μÑé§ã¨
demand (v) ¶ÒÁ
rang (pt ¢Í§ ring)  

Ê‹§àÊÕÂ§ Ñ́§
dress (v) áμ‹§μÑÇ
dear me (interj) 

μÒÂ¨ÃÔ§
wonder (v) Ê§ÊÑÂ
neighbour (n) 

call (v) 

‘Arthur, you’ve got to get up and see.’

‘But Dolly, it must have been a dream.’

Mrs Bantry jumped out of bed and pulled open the 

curtains. 

‘I did not dream it, Arthur! Go and see about it.’

Colonel Bantry grunted again but put on his 

dressing gown and left the room. The servants were all 

standing together at the bottom of the stairs, looking 

worried. Lorrimer, the butler, stepped forward.

‘I said that we shouldn’t do anything until you 

came, sir. Shall I ring the police now?’

‘About what?’

The butler glanced at Mary, who was crying on the 

cook’s shoulder.

‘I understood, sir, that Mary had told you. She 

went into the library – and almost fell over the body.’

‘Do you mean to tell me,’ demanded Colonel 

Bantry, ‘that there is a dead body in my library?’

Miss Jane Marple’s telephone rang when she was 

dressing. 

‘Dear me, I wonder who that is?’

Neighbours in the village of St Mary Mead called 
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each other (pron) 

morning (n) μÍ¹àªŒÒ
make plan ÇÒ§á¼¹
wrong (adj) ¼Ô´
number (n) ËÁÒÂàÅ¢
thought (pt ¢Í§ think) 

answer (v)  
 

sound (v) ¿˜§ Ù́
excited (adj) μ×è¹àμŒ¹
most (adv) ·ÕèÊØ´
awful (adj)  

¹‹ÒÊÂ´ÊÂÍ§
thing (n) ÊÔè§, àÃ×èÍ§
know (v) ÃÙŒ, ÃÙŒ¨Ñ¡
only (adv) à¾ÕÂ§, 
whose (det) 
blonde (adj)  

·ÕèÁÕ¼ÁÊÕ·Í§
lying (pres part ¢Í§ 
lie) ÅŒÁ¹Í¹

send (v) Ê‹§
good at (adj) à¡‹§
murder (n) ¦Òμ¡ÃÃÁ
strangle (v) 
house (n) 
suppose (v) 
try (v) ÅÍ§
enjoy (v) à¾ÅÔ´à¾ÅÔ¹
help (v) ª‹ÇÂàËÅ×Í

(v) 
rather (adv) 
exciting (adj)  

¹‹Òμ×è¹àμŒ¹
sad (adj) ¹‹ÒàÈÃŒÒ
real (adj) ¨ÃÔ§
mean (v) ËÁÒÂ¶Ö§
arrive (v) ÁÒ¶Ö§
hall (n) 
driver (n) 
held (pt ¢Í§ ) 

 ¶×Í
open (adj) 
got out (pt ¢Í§ get) 

Å§¨Ò¡Ã¶

each other between nine o’clock and nine-thirty in the 

morning to make plans for the day, but it was now only 

a quarter to eight.

‘It must be a wrong number,’ thought Miss Marple.

She answered the phone. ‘Yes?’ 

‘Is that you, Jane?’ Mrs Bantry sounded excited. 

‘The most awful thing has happened. We’ve found a 

body in the library.’

‘A what?’

‘I know. I thought they only happened in books.’

‘But whose body is it?’

‘It’s a blonde girl – lying in the library, dead, so I’m 

sending the car to get you – you’re so good at murders. 

She’s been strangled, you see. And if I’ve got to have a 

murder in my house, I suppose I’ll have to try and enjoy 

who did it. It is rather exciting! I know it’s very sad, but 

I don’t know the girl – and she doesn’t look real. You’ll 

understand what I mean when you see her.’

When they arrived at Gossington Hall, the driver 

held the door open and Miss Marple got out of the 

Bantrys’ car. 
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front steps (pl)  

a little (adv) àÅç¡¹ŒÍÂ
surprised (adj) 

pleased (adj) ÂÔ¹ Ṍ
explain (v) 
shock (n) 

appear (v) 
go back (v) 
dining room (n) ËŒÍ§

breakfast (n) Á×éÍàªŒÒ
told (pp ¢Í§ tell) 

turn to sb (v) 
ËÑ¹ä»ËÒ...

happily (adv) 

now (adv) 
μÍ¹¹Õé

led the way (pt ¢Í§ 
) ¹íÒ·Ò§

stand guard  
Â×¹à½‡ÒÂÒÁ

afraid (adj) à¡Ã§, ¡ÅÑÇ
nobody (pron)  

allow (v) Í¹ØÞÒμ
important (adj) 

replied (pt ¢Í§ reply) 

gave in (pt ¢Í§ give) 
ÂÍÁá¾Œ

always (adv) àÊÁÍÁÒ
touch (v) 
warn (v) àμ×Í¹
of course not  

äÁ‹ÍÂ‹Ò§á¹‹¹Í¹
led sb (pt ¢Í§ l ) 

¹íÒ·Ò§
middle (n) μÃ§¡ÅÒ§
point (v) ªÕé¹ÔéÇ
dramatically (adv) 

ÍÂ‹Ò§ÃÇ´àÃçÇ

Colonel Bantry came out onto the front steps, 

looking a little surprised.

‘Miss Marple? – er – I’m very pleased to see you.’

‘Your wife called,’ explained Miss Marple. 

‘Good. She should have someone with her. It’s 

been a shock.’

At this moment Mrs Bantry appeared. ‘Go back 

into the dining room and eat your breakfast, Arthur,’ she 

said.

Her husband did as he was told.

Mrs Bantry turned happily to Miss Marple. 

‘Now! Come on.’

She led the way to the library door where the 

village policeman, Palk, was standing guard. 

‘I’m afraid nobody is allowed in, ladies,’ he said.

‘Oh, Palk. You know Miss Marple, and it’s very 

important that she sees the body,’ replied Mrs Bantry.

Constable Palk gave in. He always gave in. 

‘Don’t touch anything,’ he warned. 

‘Of course not,’ said Mrs Bantry. ‘We know that.’

Mrs Bantry led her friend to the middle of the 

room and pointed dramatically. 
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portrait (n) ÀÒ¾àËÁ×Í¹
quality (n) 
painting (n) ÀÒ¾ÇÒ´
well-used (adj)  

feeling (n) 
history (n) 

lying across 
(pres part ¢Í§ lie) 

crude (adj) â¡âÃâ¡âÊ
(v)  

fashionably (adv) 
ÍÂ‹Ò§·Ñ¹ÊÁÑÂ

curly (adj) ÁŒÇ¹
dyed (adj) ÂŒÍÁÊÕ
dress (v) áμ‹§μÑÇ
evening dress (n) 

ªØ´ÃÒμÃÕ
silk (n) ¼ŒÒäËÁ
sparkle (n) ¡Ò¡à¾ªÃ
wore make-up (pt 

¢Í§ wear) áμ‹§Ë¹ŒÒ
swollen (adj)  

¾Í§
(n) 

paint (v) ·ÒÊÕ
blood red (n)  

ÊÕá´§àÅ×Í´
meant (pp ¢Í§ mean) 

ËÁÒÂ¶Ö§
gentle (adj) Í‹Í¹âÂ¹
bent down (pt ¢Í§ 

) â¹ŒÁÅ§
grip (v) ¡íÒ
front (n) ¢ŒÒ§Ë¹ŒÒ
horrible (adj)  

·ÕèâË´ÃŒÒÂ
(n) ¡ÒÃμ‹ÍÊÙŒ

breath (n) ÅÁËÒÂã¨
urgently (adv)  

ÍÂ‹Ò§ÃŒÍ¹Ã¹
immediately (adv) 

ã¹·Ñ¹·Õ
move (v) 
follow (v) ·íÒμÒÁ

‘There!’

The library was large with one or two good family 

portraits on the walls, and some other low quality 

paintings. It was a well-used room, with a feeling of 

history to it.

And lying across the old rug was something 

fashionably curly, dyed blonde hair. Her thin body was 

dressed in a cheap evening dress of white silk with 

sparkles. She wore lots of make-up on her swollen 

red. Miss Marple understood what her friend had meant 

when she said the dead girl didn’t look real.

Miss Marple said in a gentle voice: ‘She’s very 

young.’

the front of her dress – she had pulled at it in her last 

There was the sound of a car outside. Constable Palk 

said urgently:

‘It’s Inspector Slack…’

Mrs Bantry immediately moved to the door and 

Miss Marple followed her. 
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inspector (n)  
¹ÒÂμíÒÃÇ¨

never (adv) 
like (v) 
care (v) Ê¹ã¨
anyone (pron)  

friend (n) à¾×èÍ¹
morning (interj) 

ÍÃØ³ÊÇÑÊ´Ôì
come along (v) 

à´Ô¹·Ò§
myself (pron)  

´ŒÇÂμÑÇàÍ§
woman (n) ¼ÙŒËÞÔ§
no idea 
right (interj) ¹Ñè¹ÊÔ
hope (v) ËÇÑ§
wife (n) ÀÃÃÂÒ
too (adv) à¡Ô¹ä»
upset (adj) Ë§Ø´Ë§Ô´
wonderful (adj) 

ÇÔàÈÉ, ÂÍ´àÂÕèÂÁ
want (v) μŒÍ§¡ÒÃ
another (det)  

ÍÕ¡ 
something (pron) 

happen (v) à¡Ô´¢Öé¹
laugh (v) 
ask (v) ¶ÒÁ
try (v) ÅÍ§
a little (det) àÅç¡¹ŒÍÂ
amateur (adj)  

detective (n) 
work (n) §Ò¹
quite (adv) 
famous (adj) â´‹§ Ñ́§
remind sb (v)  

·íÒãËŒ¹Ö¡¶Ö§
anything (pron) 

ability (n)  

connect (v) àª×èÍÁâÂ§

Colonel Bantry was pleased to see Colonel 

Melchett, the Chief Constable, getting out of the car 

with Inspector Slack. He had never liked Slack – he was 

a man who didn’t care about the feelings of anyone he 

didn’t think was important. But Melchett was Bantry’s 

friend.

‘Morning, Bantry,’ said Melchett. ‘I thought I 

should come along myself. Do you know who the 

woman is?’

‘No, no idea!’ 

‘Right,’ said the Chief Constable. ‘I hope your 

wife isn’t too upset, Bantry?’

‘No, she’s been wonderful. She’s got Miss Marple 

with her – from the village. A woman wants another 

woman when something important happens, don’t you 

think?’

Colonel Melchett laughed: ‘If you ask me, your 

wife’s going to try a little amateur detective work. Miss 

Marple’s quite famous for it around here!’

In the dining room, Mrs Bantry said: ‘Well, Jane? 

Doesn’t it remind you of anything?’

Miss Marple was famous for her ability to connect 
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simple (adj) ¸ÃÃÁ´Ò
event (n) 
serious (adj) ÃŒÒÂáÃ§
problem (n) »˜ÞËÒ
seen (pp ¢Í§ see) 

ÁÍ§àËç¹, à¢ŒÒã¨
clearly (adv)  

ÍÂ‹Ò§ªÑ´à¨¹
youngest child (n) 

poor (adj) ·Õè¹‹ÒÊ§ÊÒÃ
bit (pt ¢Í§ bite) ¡Ñ´
nail (n) 
front (adj) Ë¹ŒÒ
teeth (pl ¢Í§ tooth) 

¿˜¹
stuck out (pt ¢Í§ 
stick) Â×è¹ÍÍ¡ÁÒ

a little (adv) àÅç¡¹ŒÍÂ
of course á¹‹¹Í¹
bad (adj) áÂ‹
possibly (adv)  

à»š¹ä»ä Œ́
told (pt ¢Í§ tell) 

 àÅ‹Ò
window (n) Ë¹ŒÒμ‹Ò§
broken (adj) áμ¡, 

¾Ñ§
maybe (adv) 
burglar (n)  

argue (v) âμŒà¶ÕÂ§
exactly (adv)  

ÍÂ‹Ò§á¹‹¹Í¹
dancing (n)  

¡ÒÃàμŒ¹ÃíÒ
party (n) §Ò¹àÅÕéÂ§
nothing (pron)  

like (prep) àËÁ×Í¹
around (adv) 
cried (pt ¢Í§ cry) 

ÃŒÍ§àÊÕÂ§ Ñ́§
nicest (adj)  

¨Ôμã¨ Ṍ·ÕèÊØ´
sure (adj) á¹‹ã¨
talk (n) 

simple events that happened in the village with more 

serious problems. Then the serious problems could be 

seen more clearly. 

‘No, I can’t say it does,’ she replied. ‘I was reminded 

a little of Mrs Chetty’s youngest child, Edie, but I think 

that was just because this poor girl bit her nails and her 

front teeth stuck out a little. And, of course, her dress. 

Very bad quality.’ 

‘But what could she possibly be doing in our 

library? Palk told me that the window was broken. 

Maybe she came here with a burglar and then they 

argued?’

‘She wasn’t exactly dressed for that,’ said Miss 

Marple.

‘No, she was dressed for dancing or a party. But 

there’s nothing like that around here.’

‘Well…’ said Miss Marple.

‘What, Jane?’ asked Mrs Bantry. 

‘Basil Blake.’

Mrs Bantry cried: ‘Oh, no! I know his mother – 

she’s the nicest woman.’

‘I’m sure she is, but there has been a lot of talk 

about Basil.’ 
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Mayyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyybbbbbbbbbbbbbee she came here with a burggglar and 

arrrrrrrrrrrrrrrggggggggggggggggggggggggguuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeddddddddddddddddddddddddd???????????????????????’

‘SSSShe wwaaasn’tt exactly dressssssed for that,’ 

Marple.



rude (adj) 
recently (adv)  

äÁ‹¹Ò¹¹Õé
hear (v) ä´ŒÂÔ¹
word (n) 
clothes (pl) àÊ×éÍ¼ŒÒ
wear (v) ÊÇÁ, ãÊ‹
sweetest (adj)  

¹‹ÒÃÑ¡·ÕèÊØ´
baby (n) à´ç¡¹ŒÍÂ
lovely (adj) ¹‹ÒÃÑ¡
picture (n) ÃÙ»ÀÒ¾
murderer (n) ¦Òμ¡Ã
paper (n) 

last (det) ·Õè¼‹Ò¹ÁÒ
at all áÁŒáμ‹¹ŒÍÂ
try to (v) ¾ÂÒÂÒÁ

(v) 
reason (n) àËμØ¼Å
people (pl) 
come from (v) 

ÁÒ¨Ò¡
blonde (n)  

face (n) 
make-up (n)  

hair (n) ¼Á
look (v) ´Ù
alike (adv) àËÁ×Í¹¡Ñ¹
idea (n) 

‘Oh, I know. And he was very rude to Arthur 

recently, and now Arthur won’t hear a good word about 

him. And the clothes he wears! Oh, but he was the 

sweetest baby…’

‘There was a lovely picture of the Cheviot murderer 

as a baby in the paper last Sunday,’ said Miss Marple.

‘Jane! You don’t think he—’

‘No, no, I didn’t mean that at all. I was just trying 

does have parties. People come from London to them, 

you know, and recently there’s been a young woman 

with him – a blonde.’

‘You don’t think it’s this one?’

‘Well, I’ve only seen her getting in and out of the 

car, I’ve never seen her face and all these girls with their 

make-up and their hair look so alike.’

‘Yes. So, it might be her. It’s an idea, Jane.’
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, anddd rrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeecentlyyy there’s been a yyyounggg woman 

– a bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbllllllllllllllllllloooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee......’

don’t thhiiink it’ss thiiissss one?’

l, I’ve only seen her getting in and out of the 


