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Character List

character (n)  

list (n) ÃÒÂª×èÍ
co-founder (n)  

¼ÙŒÃ‹ÇÁ¡‹ÍμÑé§
head teacher (n) 

call (v) àÃÕÂ¡
mathematics (n) 

teacher (n)
history (n) 

German (n)  
ÀÒÉÒàÂÍÃÁÑ¹

new (adj) ãËÁ‹
secretary (n) 

àÅ¢Ò¹Ø¡ÒÃ
want (v) μŒÍ§¡ÒÃ
marry (v) áμ‹§§Ò¹
school (n) âÃ§àÃÕÂ¹
matron (n)
French (n)  

English (n)  
ÀÒÉÒÍÑ§¡ÄÉ

Geography (n) 

junior (adj) ÃØ‹¹¹ŒÍ§
princess (n)
cousin (n)  

ÅÙ¡¾ÕèÅÙ¡¹ŒÍ§
prince (n) à Œ̈ÒªÒÂ
pupil (n) ¹Ñ¡àÃÕÂ¹
mother (n) áÁ‹
war (n)
work (v) ·íÒ§Ò¹
secret agent (n) 

Miss Honoria Bulstrode: the co-founder and head teacher 

Miss Chadwick (also called ‘Chaddy’): the co-founder 

and Mathematics teacher 

Miss Eleanor Vansittart: the History and German teacher 

Ann Shapland: Miss Bulstrode’s new secretary

Dennis Rathbone: a friend of Ann Shapland, who wants 

to marry her

Miss Johnson: the school matron

Mademoiselle Angèle Blanche: the new French teacher 

Miss Eileen Rich: the English and Geography teacher 

Miss Elspeth Rowan: a junior teacher 

Miss Blake: a junior teacher 

Princess Shaista: the cousin of Prince Ali Yusuf of Ramat, 

and a new pupil at Meadowbank school

Mrs Upjohn: Julia Upjohn’s mother; in the war she 

worked with secret agents
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Julia Upjohn: Mrs Upjohn’s daughter, a friend of Jennifer 

Lady Veronica Carlton: a visiting parent at Meadowbank 

school

Prince Ali Yusuf: the Sheikh and ruler of Ramat, a 

Bob Rawlinson: the friend and pilot of Prince Ali Yusuf, 

Achmed: works with Bob as a senior mechanic at the 

airport in Ramat

Jennifer’s mother and Bob Rawlinson’s 

sister

John Edmundson: works at the British Embassy in 

Ramat, and a friend of Bob Rawlinson

daughter of Joan and Henry, niece 

of Bob Rawlinson, and a pupil at Meadowbank school

Colonel Pikeaway: works for the Secret Service of the 

British Government

Adam Goodman: a secret agent for the British Government, 

sent to watch Princess Shaista while pretending to be the 

new gardener

daughter (n) ÅÙ¡ÊÒÇ
visiting (adj)  

·ÕèÁÒàÂÕèÂÁàÂÕÂ¹
parent (n)
sheikh (n)

 

ruler (n)
 (adj)  

·Õèáμ‹§¢Öé¹
small (adj) àÅç¡
rich (adj) ÃèíÒÃÇÂ
country (n)
the Middle East 

(n)

pilot (n)
brother (n) ¾ÕèªÒÂ, 

¹ŒÍ§ªÒÂ
as (prep)
senior (adj) ÍÒÇØâÊ
mechanic (n)
airport (n)
sister (n) ¾ÕèÊÒÇ, 

¹ŒÍ§ÊÒÇ
British (adj) 

embassy (n)  
Ê¶Ò¹·Ùμ

niece (n) ËÅÒ¹ÊÒÇ
colonel (n) ¾Ñ¹àÍ¡
work for (v)  

secret service (n) 

government (n) 

sent (pp ¢Í§ send) 
Ê‹§μÑÇ

watch (v)
while (conj)  

pretend (v) àÊáÊÃŒ§, 
á¡ÅŒ§·íÒ

gardener (n)
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Mr Robinson: 

Señora Angelica de Toredo: a Spanish dancer

Derek O’Connor: works for the Secret Service of the 

British Government

Andrew Ball:

of Jennifer

Miss Grace Springer: the new Games teacher

Mr Briggs: the old gardener

Detective Inspector Kelsey:

of the murder investigation

Emir Ibrahim: Princess Shaista’s uncle

Mrs Gina Campbell:

Hercule Poirot: the famous Belgian detective

Georges: the personal servant of Hercule Poirot

Alice Calder: Allen’s mother

Allen: son of Alice Calder

important (adj) 

international (adj) 

 (n) 
¹Ñ¡¡ÒÃà§Ô¹

señora (n)

Spanish (adj) 
 ·Õèà»š¹ªÒÇÊà»¹
dancer (n) ¹Ñ¡àμŒ¹ÃíÒ
thief (n) â¨Ã
broke into (pt ¢Í§ 
 break)
house (n)
married (pt ¢Í§ 
marry) áμ‹§§Ò¹

father (n) ¾‹Í
games teacher (n) 

old (adj) á¡‹, à¡‹Ò
detective 

inspector (n) 

police  (n) 
à¨ŒÒË¹ŒÒ·ÕèμíÒÃÇ¨

in charge 
murder (n) ¦Òμ¡ÃÃÁ
investigation (n) 

uncle (n) ÅØ§
aunt (n) »‡Ò
famous (adj)
Belgian (adj)  

detective (n)
personal (adj) 

Ê‹Ç¹μÑÇ
servant (n)
son (n) ÅÙ¡ªÒÂ
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Prologue 
Summer Term

School for Girls, and Miss Vansittart – one of the 

teachers – was welcoming the parents and pupils to the 

beautiful old house. ‘How do you do, Mrs Arnold? And, 

Lydia, did you enjoy your holiday?’

Beside her stood Miss Chadwick – the brilliant 

Mathematics teacher – who had started Meadowbank 

school together with Miss Bulstrode, the head teacher. 

carefully selected people were allowed to go.

Miss Vansittart’s words of welcome could be 

heard all through the school. ‘Yes, Lady Garnett, Miss 

Bulstrode had your letter about the art classes and 

everything’s been arranged.

‘How are you, Mrs Bird? Well, I don’t think Miss 

Bulstrode will have time today to discuss that, but you 

can talk to Miss Rowan.’

prologue (n)
summer (n)
term (n)

 (det) áÃ¡
welcome (v)
parent (n)
beautiful (adj) 

ÊÇÂ§ÒÁ
enjoy (v) Ê¹Ø¡
holiday (n)
stood (pt ¢Í§ stand) 

Â×¹
brilliant (adj)
start (v)
together (adv) 

 (n) ËŒÍ§·íÒ§Ò¹
carefully (adv) 

selected (adj)  

people (pl)
allow (v)
word (n)
welcome (n)  

heard (pp ¢Í§ hear) 

letter (n)
art (n)
class (n) ªÑé¹àÃÕÂ¹
everything (pron) 

·Ø¡ÍÂ‹Ò§
arrange (v)
think (v)
time (n) àÇÅÒ
discuss (v)

ËÒÃ×Í
talk to (v)
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Miss Bulstrode’s secretary, was typing quickly and 

attractive when she wanted to, but at the moment she 

preferred to look neat and business-like – the perfect 

secretary to the head teacher of a famous girls’ boarding 

school.

From time to time, she looked out of the window 

to see the new pupils arriving. ‘My goodness!’ said Ann 

to herself, as an enormous luxury car drove up to the 

school. A dark-skinned man with a huge beard, wearing 

long white robes, stepped out of the car, followed by a 

slim, dark girl.

‘That’s probably the new princess,’ thought Ann. 

‘I can’t imagine her wearing school uniform.’ Both 

Miss Vansittart and Miss Chadwick stepped forward to 

welcome the important new arrival.

‘They’ll surely take the princess to see Miss 

these letters without making any mistakes.’

Not that Ann often made mistakes. She was a 

very good secretary, and could choose which jobs she 

type (v)
 (adv) 

nice-looking (adj) 

look (v) ÁÕ·‹Ò·Ò§, ÁÍ§
attractive (adj)  

prefer (v)
neat (adj)
business-like 

(adj) Á×ÍÍÒªÕ¾
perfect (adj) äÃŒ·ÕèμÔ
boarding school 

(n)
from time to time 

arrive (v) ÁÒ¶Ö§
My goodness! 
 (interj)
said to oneself 

(pt ¢Í§ say)  

enormous (adj)
luxury (adj) ËÃÙËÃÒ
dark-skinned (adj) 

¼ÔÇà¢ŒÁ
huge (adj)
beard (n)
wear (v) ÊÇÁ, ãÊ‹
robe (n)
step (v) ¡ŒÒÇà·ŒÒ
follow (v) μÒÁÁÒ
slim (adj) ¼ÍÁà¾ÃÕÂÇ
imagine (v) 

¨Ô¹μ¹Ò¡ÒÃ
uniform (n)  

arrival (n) ¼ÙŒÁÒ¶Ö§
take sb to (v) ¾Ò...ÁÒ
decide (v)
’d better Â‹Í¨Ò¡ had 

 (v)
mistake (n)  

choose (v) àÅ×Í¡
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took. In the past she had worked for the head of an oil 

company, an archaeologist and a government minister. 

Working at a school was a new experience for her.

She would miss the company of men in this job 

– though she always had Dennis, who asked her again 

and again to marry him. She liked him, but it would 

be very dull to be married to Dennis… It was a shame 

there weren’t any men working at Meadowbank, except 

a gardener of about eighty. 

So Ann was surprised when she looked out of 

the window and saw a man cutting the hedge – a man 

who was young, dark and good-looking. ‘He must be 

the new gardener,’ said Ann to herself. ‘He looks rather 

interesting…’ 

She had only one more letter to type. After that she 

might walk round the garden…

Upstairs, Miss Johnson, the matron, was busy 

sorting out rooms, welcoming new girls, and greeting 

old pupils. She was pleased it was term time again. She 

stayed with her married sister in the holidays, but she 

was really only interested in Meadowbank.

took (pt ¢Í§ take) 

past (n)
oil company (n) 

archaeologist (n) 

government 
minister (n) 
ÃÑ°Á¹μÃÕ

experience (n) 

miss (v)
company (n) ¡ÅØ‹Á
ask (v) ¢Í
again and again 

like (v)
dull (adj)
married (adj) 

áμ‹§§Ò¹
shame (n)
except (prep) Â¡àÇŒ¹
gardener (n)
surprised (adj) 

saw (pt ¢Í§ see) 
àËç¹

cut (v)
hedge (n) á¹Ç¾Ø‹ÁäÁŒ
dark (adj) ¼ÔÇà¢ŒÁ
good-looking (adj) 

rather (adv)
interesting (adj) 

¹‹ÒÊ¹ã¨
walk round (v) 

garden (n) ÊÇ¹
upstairs (adv)
busy (adj) ÂØ‹§, ÇØ‹¹ÇÒÂ
sort out (v)
greet (v) ·Ñ¡·ÒÂ
pleased (adj)
stay (v)
interested (adj) 

Ê¹ã¨
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Yes, it was nice that term had started…

Mademoiselle Blanche, the new French teacher, 

was walking on the large grass lawn. She looked with 

admiration at the strong young man cutting the hedge. 

‘Très bien,’ she thought, ‘very good.’

Mademoiselle Blanche was slim and mouse-like, 

and noticed everything – though no one really noticed 

her. She now looked at the cars parked in front of the 

school. They were all very good cars… Meadowbank 

must certainly be making lots of money…

Miss Eileen Rich, who taught English and 

Geography, walked quickly towards the school. She 

had an eager, ugly-looking face and her hair was always 

untidy. ‘I’m here!’ she said to herself. ‘I’m back at 

Meadowbank! It seems years since…’ As she passed the 

young gardener she stumbled, and he stopped her from 

falling, saying, ‘Be careful, Miss.’

‘Thank you,’ said Eileen Rich, without looking at 

him.

nice (adj)
start (v) àÃÔèÁμŒ¹
large (adj)
grass (n)
lawn (n) Ê¹ÒÁ, ÅÒ¹
admiration (n) 

strong (adj) á¢ç§áÃ§
très bien

thought (pt ¢Í§ 
think)

slim (adj) ¼ÍÁà¾ÃÕÂÇ
mouse-like (adj) 

notice (v) ÊÑ§à¡μàËç¹
though (conj) áÁŒÇ‹Ò
no one (pron)
look at (v) ̈ ŒÍ§, ÁÍ§
car (n)
park (v)
in front of ¢ŒÒ§Ë¹ŒÒ
certainly (adv) 

ÍÂ‹Ò§á¹‹¹Í¹
make money  

lots of (det)  
¨íÒ¹Ç¹ÁÒ¡

taught (pt ¢Í§ teach) 
ÊÍ¹

quickly (adv)  

eager (adj) 

ugly-looking (adj) 

face (n)
untidy (adj)  

seem (v)
years (pl) àÇÅÒ¹Ò¹ 
since (prep) μÑé§áμ‹
pass (v)
stumble (v)
stop (v)
fall (v) ÅŒÁ
careful (adj)
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Miss Rowan and Miss Blake, the two junior 

teachers, were walking towards the Sports Pavilion. 

Miss Rowan was thin and dark, while Miss Blake was 

plump and fair. 

‘The new Sports Pavilion looks very impressive,’ 

said Miss Rowan. ‘I didn’t think it would be ready 

in time.’ Just then the door of the Pavilion opened 

suddenly, and an athletic young woman with light-red 

hair came out. She stared at them in an unfriendly way 

and quickly walked away.

‘That must be the new Games teacher,’ said Miss 

Blake. ‘How rude!’

‘She absolutely glared at us,’ said Miss Rowan, 

annoyed.

They both felt a little upset.

Miss Bulstrode, the head teacher of Meadowbank, 

was in her room, which had windows looking out in two 

directions. One window had a view of the drive and the 

lawn, and from the other window she could see the large 

hedge and the path behind the house. 

Miss Bulstrode was a tall, impressive woman, with 

junior (adj) ÃØ‹¹¹ŒÍ§
sports pavilion 

(n)
thin (adj) ¼ÍÁ
while (conj)
plump (adj) ÍŒÇ¹
fair (adj)
look (v)
impressive (adj) 

ready (adj) ¾ÃŒÍÁ
in time ·Ñ¹àÇÅÒ
door (n)
open (v)
suddenly (adv) 

athletic (adj) ÅèíÒÊÑ¹
light-red (adj)  

came out (pt ¢Í§ 
come) ÍÍ¡ÁÒ

stare (v) Œ̈Í§, ÁÍ§
unfriendly (adj) 

äÁ‹à»š¹ÁÔμÃ
way (n) ·‹Ò·Ò§
walk away (v)  

games teacher 
(n)

rude (adj)
absolutely (adv) 

ÍÂ‹Ò§á¹‹¹Í¹
glare (v) ̈ ŒÍ§, ¶ÅÖ§μÒ
annoyed (adj) 

both (pron)
felt (pt ¢Í§ feel) ÃÙŒÊÖ¡
a little (adv) àÅç¡¹ŒÍÂ
upset (adj)
direction (n)
view (n)
drive (n) ·Ò§Ã¶
path (n)
behind (prep)  

¢ŒÒ§ËÅÑ§
tall (adj) ÊÙ§
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It was because of her that Meadowbank was one of the 

most successful – and expensive – schools in England. 

wanted to go to university, girls who only wanted to 

learn about culture and art, and even foreign royalty. 

She treated her pupils as individuals, though she also 

believed in discipline – and she did not accept anyone 

who was stupid or badly behaved.

Miss Bulstrode now greeted the new arrivals. The 

big man with the beard in white robes said, in very good 

English, ‘I have the honour to bring to you the Princess 

Shaista.’

Miss Bulstrode wasn’t quite sure who the man 

with the beard was – a secretary, perhaps? – though she 

knew that her new pupil had just come from a school in 

Switzerland. Shaista was fashionably dressed and wore 

she looked older. She had good manners and spoke 

excellent English. 

When Shaista and the secretary had gone, the next 

people to arrive were Mrs Upjohn and her daughter, 

carefully (adv) 
ÍÂ‹Ò§¾Ô¶Õ¾Ô¶Ñ¹

styled (adj)
 (adj)

successful (adj) 

expensive (adj) 

accept (v)
different (adj)  

áμ¡μ‹Ò§
type (n)

 into (v)
want (v) μŒÍ§¡ÒÃ
university (n) 

ÁËÒÇÔ·ÂÒÅÑÂ
learn (v) àÃÕÂ¹ÃÙŒ
culture (n)
even (adv) áÁŒáμ‹
foreign (adj) μ‹Ò§ªÒμÔ
royalty (n)  

treat (v)
individual (n) 

believe (v) àª×èÍ, 

discipline (n)  

badly (adv) áÂ‹
behave (v)  

hornour (n) à¡ÕÂÃμÔ
sure (adj) á¹‹ã¨
knew (pt ¢Í§ know) ÃÙŒ
fashionably (adv) 

ÍÂ‹Ò§·Ñ¹ÊÁÑÂ
dressed (adj) áμ‹§¡ÒÂ
wore perfume (pt 
 ¢Í§ wear)
although (conj) áÁŒÇ‹Ò
manner (n) ÁÒÃÂÒ·
spoke (pt ¢Í§ speak) 

excellent (adj) 
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Julia. Mrs Upjohn was a pleasant, charming young 

woman in her late thirties with light hair and freckles. 

Julia was a plain, freckled child, who looked intelligent 

and cheerful. As she left the room, Julia said, ‘Bye, 

Mum. Be careful when you light that gas heater, since I 

won’t be there to do it for you.’

Miss Bulstrode turned with a smile to Mrs Upjohn. 

‘Is there anything you want to tell me about Julia?’ she 

asked.

Mrs Upjohn replied cheerfully, ‘Oh no, I don’t 

think so. Julia’s a very ordinary child. She’s quite 

healthy and reasonably intelligent. She’s very excited 

about coming to school here.’ She moved to the window 

and looked out. ‘How lovely and tidy your garden is. 

think— Well!’ exclaimed Mrs Upjohn, still looking out 

of the window – ‘how extraordinary!’

But Miss Bulstrode was not listening, because out 

of the other window she had just seen Lady Veronica 

Carlton stumbling along the path, talking to herself and 

clearly very drunk indeed.

This had happened before. Lady Veronica was a 

charming woman, except when she was drunk. She was 

pleasant (adj)  
à»š¹ÁÔμÃ

charming (adj)  

late (adj) »ÅÒÂ
light (adj) ÊÕÍ‹Í¹
freckle (n)
plain (adj)
freckled (adj)  

intelligent (adj) 

cheerful (adj) Ã‹ÒàÃÔ§
left (pt ¢Í§ leave) 

ÍÍ¡¨Ò¡
light (v)
gas heater (n) 

turn (v) ËÑ¹Ë¹ŒÒ
smile (n) ÃÍÂÂÔéÁ
replied (pt ¢Í§ 
reply)

cheerfully (adv) 
ÍÂ‹Ò§Ã‹ÒàÃÔ§

ordinary (adj) 

healthy (adj) 

reasonably (adv) 

excited (adj) μ×è¹àμŒ¹
move (v)
lovely (adj) ÊÇÂ
tidy (adj)

 (v) ËÒ
real (adj) á·Œ, ¨ÃÔ§
exclaim (v) ÍØ·Ò¹
extraordinary 

(adj) àËÅ×Íàª×èÍ
clearly (adv)  

drunk (adj) àÁÒ
indeed (adv) ¨ÃÔ§ æ
happen (v)
except (conj) Â¡àÇŒ¹
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usually looked after by her cousin, but today it seemed 

that she had escaped. Her twin daughters had arrived by 

train earlier, but no one had expected Lady Veronica.

Mrs Upjohn was still talking, but Miss Bulstrode, 

who saw that Lady Veronica would soon start shouting 

and behaving badly, wasn’t listening. Just as Miss 

Bulstrode was planning what to do, she saw Miss 

Chadwick appear, slightly out of breath. 

‘It’s disgraceful,’ said Lady Veronica very loudly 

to Miss Chadwick. ‘They didn’t want me to come here. 

I’m going to take the girls home – I love them and I 

want them at home—’

‘That’s excellent, Lady Veronica,’ said Miss 

Chadwick. ‘We’re so pleased you’re here.’ She gently 

led Lady Veronica away from the house. ‘I particularly 

want you to see the new Sports Pavilion. You’ll love it.’ 

Their voices became quieter as they walked away.

Miss Bulstrode watched with relief – she could 

always rely on her dear Chaddy! – and then turned back 

to Mrs Upjohn, who had been talking for some time…

‘… though, of course,’ Mrs Upjohn was saying, 

‘my work in the war wasn’t very exciting – not jumping 

usually (adv) 
look after (v)
cousin (n)  

ÅÙ¡¾ÕèÅÙ¡¹ŒÍ§
escape (v)
twin (n)
earlier (adv)  

¡‹Í¹Ë¹ŒÒ¹Õé
expect (v)
soon (adv) ã¹äÁ‹ªŒÒ
shout (v)
plan (v) ÇÒ§á¼¹
appear (v) »ÃÒ¡¯μÑÇ
slightly (adv) àÅç¡¹ŒÍÂ
out of breath  

disgraceful (adj) 
àÊ×èÍÁàÊÕÂ

loudly (adv)
take sb home (v) 

pleased (adj)
gently (adv)  

ÍÂ‹Ò§Í‹Í¹âÂ¹
led (pt ¢Í§ lead) 

¹íÒ·Ò§
particularly (adv) 

voice (n)
became (pt ¢Í§ 
become) àÃÔèÁ

quieter (adj)
walk away (v)  

watch (v) ÁÍ§
relief (n)
rely on (v) ¾Öè§¾Ò
turn back (v)  

of course á¹‹¹Í¹
war (n)
exciting (adj)  

¹‹Òμ×è¹àμŒ¹
jump (v)
plane (n)
sabotage (n)  
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I’m ggggggggggggoooooing to take the girls home – I love th

wwwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnttttttttttttt tttttttttttttthhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeeeeeeeeemmmmmmmmmmmmmmm att hhhhommmmmmmmmmmmme—’’’’

‘TTThat’s excccellent,,,,,, Ladyyyyyyyyyy Veronica,’ s

Chadwick. ‘We’re so pleased you’re here.’ S



of the time. But sometimes it was quite funny – all the 

secret agents in Geneva knew each other, and often 

went to the same bar.’

Mrs Upjohn stopped suddenly with a smile. ‘I’m 

sorry. I’ve been talking too much, and you have so 

many other people to see.’ She shook Miss Bulstrode’s 

hand, said goodbye and left.

Miss Bulstrode frowned. She had a feeling that she 

had missed something important. But she didn’t worry 

and her school was a great success. Miss Bulstrode had 

no idea that in a few weeks Meadowbank would be the 

scene of confusion and murder…

sometimes (adv) 

quite (adv)
funny (adj) ¹‹Ò¢Ñ¹
secret agent (n) 

knew (pt ¢Í§ know) 
ÃÙŒ¨Ñ¡

each other (pron) 

same (adj)
bar (n) ÃŒÒ¹àËÅŒÒ
stop (v)
suddenly (adv) 

sorry (adj) ¢Íâ·É
too (adv) à¡Ô¹ä»
much (adv) ÁÒ¡
see (v)
shook one’s 

hand (pt ¢Í§ 
shake)

said goodbye  
(pt ¢Í§ say)  
¡Å‹ÒÇÍíÒÅÒ

left (pt ¢Í§ leave) 
¨Ò¡ä»

frown (v)
feeling (n)
miss (v)
worry (v) ¡Ñ§ÇÅ
for long à»š¹àÇÅÒ¹Ò¹
great (adj)
success (n)  

had no idea (pt ¢Í§ 
have) äÁ‹ÃÙŒ

scene (n) Ê¶Ò¹·Õè

confusion (n) 

murder (n) ¦Òμ¡ÃÃÁ
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hool wwwwwwwwwwwwaaaaaas a ggggggggggggggreat success. Miss Bulstrode had 
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About two months earlier, certain events took place that 

In the Palace of Ramat, two young men sat 

smoking. One man was dark, with large, sad-looking 

eyes. He was Prince Ali Yusuf, the Sheikh of Ramat, 

a small but very rich country in the Middle East. The 

other young man, Bob Rawlinson, had light hair and 

freckles, and was the prince’s private pilot. The two 

men had been at school together and were very close 

friends.

‘They shot at us, Bob,’ said Prince Ali, unable to 

believe it. ‘They wanted to shoot down our plane.’

‘Yes, they did,’ said Bob grimly. ‘You should have 

left the country two weeks ago, Ali. Now it’s too late. 

Perhaps you can go to the British Embassy – shall I talk 

to my friend who works there?’

Ali Yusuf’s face went red with anger. ‘I will never 

hide in your Embassy! The rebels would probably drag 

me from the building.’ He sighed. ‘I don’t understand,’ 

Chapter 1 
Revolution in Ramat

revolution (n)  
¡ÒÃ»¯ÔÇÑμÔ

certain (adj)  

event (n)
took place (pt ¢Í§ 
take)

greatly (adv)  
ÍÂ‹Ò§ÁÒ¡

affect (v) Ê‹§¼Å
palace (n)
smoke (v)
sad-looking (adj) 

country (n)
the Middle East 

(n)

freckle (n)
private (adj) Ê‹Ç¹μÑÇ
pilot (n)
close friend (n) 

à¾×èÍ¹Ê¹Ô·
shot (pt ¢Í§ shoot) 

ÂÔ§
unable to (adj)  

äÁ‹ÊÒÁÒÃ¶
grimly (adv)  

left (pp ¢Í§ leave) 
ÍÍ¡¨Ò¡

embassy (n) Ê¶Ò¹·Ùμ
work (v) ·íÒ§Ò¹
anger (n)
hide (v) «‹Í¹μÑÇ
rebel (n)
drag (v) ÅÒ¡
building (n)
sigh (v) ¶Í¹ËÒÂã¨
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he said sadly. ‘My grandfather was a cruel man, who 

killed his enemies without pity. And yet he is still 

admired and respected! And I? I have built hospitals, 

schools and houses… all the things people want. So 

why are they rebelling against me?’

Bob Rawlinson sighed. ‘Let’s not talk about that 

now. The most important thing is to get you safely out 

of the country. Is there anybody in the Army you can 

trust?’

Slowly, Prince Ali Yusuf shook his head. ‘I do 

not know,’ he said. ‘I cannot be sure – there are secret 

agents everywhere. They hear everything – they know 

everything.’

‘Even at the airstrip—’ Bob stopped. ‘But we can 

trust Achmed. He caught someone trying to sabotage 

the plane – someone we thought we could trust. So, if 

you want to leave the country, Ali, we must go soon.’

‘I know – I know. I am quite certain now that if I 

stay I will be killed.’ Ali spoke without emotion – as if 

his future was only of slight interest to him.

‘We may be killed anyway,’ Bob warned him. 

of year it’s very dangerous.’

cruel (adj)
kill (v) ¦‹Ò
enemies (pl ¢Í§ 
enemy)

pity (n)
admire (v)
respect (v)
built (pp ¢Í§ build) 

ÊÃŒÒ§
hospital (n)  

rebel (v)
against (prep) μ‹ÍμŒÒ¹
get sb out (v)  

¾Ò...ÍÍ¡ä»
safely (adv)  

army (n) ¡Í§·Ñ¾
trust (v) äÇŒã¨
shook one’s head 

(pt ¢Í§ shake)  

everywhere (adv) 
·Ø¡Ë¹·Ø¡áË‹§

hear (v)
airstrip (n)
caught (pt ¢Í§ catch) 

try to (v) ¾ÂÒÂÒÁ
sabotage (v)  

soon (adv)
stay (v) ÍÂÙ‹
spoke (pt ¢Í§ speak) 

emotion (n)
as if
future (n)
slight (adj) àÅç¡¹ŒÍÂ
interest (n)  

warn (v) àμ×Í¹
 (v)

north (adv)  

dangerous (adj) 
ÍÑ¹μÃÒÂ
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n at the airstrip—’ Bob stopped. ‘But we can 



Ali Yusuf looked worried. ‘I don’t want anything 

to happen to you, Bob.’

‘Don’t worry about me, Ali. I’m not important. No 

– it’s you – I don’t want to make you leave. If some 

people in the Army are loyal—’

‘I don’t want to run away,’ said Ali simply. ‘But 

nor do I want to be killed by a crowd of angry people.’ 

After a moment’s thought he made his decision. ‘Very 

well,’ he said with a sigh. ‘We will try to leave. When?’

‘This afternoon,’ said Bob. ‘Go and inspect that 

new road, and stop at the airstrip. I’ll have the plane 

ready to go. We can’t take anything with us.’

‘There is only one thing I wish to take with me,’ 

said Ali Yusuf. He took out a small leather bag from 

under his shirt, and poured its contents on the table.

Bob held his breath for a moment. Before him was 

a pile of beautiful precious jewels. ‘My goodness! Are 

they real?’

Ali looked amused. ‘Of course they are real. They 

are worth about a million pounds.’

‘A million pounds!’ Bob picked up the jewels and 

fairy story.’

look (v) ÁÕ·‹Ò·Ò§
worried (adj)  

à»š¹¡Ñ§ÇÅ
happen (v)
loyal (adj)
run away (v)
simply (adv)  

ÍÂ‹Ò§μÃ§ä»μÃ§ÁÒ
crowd (n) ½Ù§ª¹
made a decision 

(pt ¢Í§ make) 

sigh (n) ¡ÒÃ¶Í¹ËÒÂã¨
inspect (v) ÊíÒÃÇ¨
stop (v)
plane (n)
ready (adj) ¾ÃŒÍÁ
take (v)
wish (v) »ÃÒÃ¶¹Ò
took out (pt ¢Í§ 
take)

leather (n)
shirt (n) àÊ×éÍàªÔéμ
pour (v) à·
content (n)  

ÊÔè§·ÕèÍÂÙ‹¢ŒÒ§ã¹
held one’s breath 

(pt ¢Í§ hold)  
¡ÅÑé¹ËÒÂã¨

for a moment  

pile (n) ¡Í§
precious (adj)  

jewel (n)
My goodness! 
 (interj)
real (adj) ¨ÃÔ§, á·Œ
amused (adj)
worth (adj)
pick up (v)
let (pt ¢Í§ let) »Å‹ÍÂ
fall (v) Ã‹Ç§, ËÅ‹¹
fantastic (adj) 

fairy story (n) 
à·¾¹ÔÂÒÂ
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‘Yes.’ The dark young man nodded. ‘Such jewels 

follow them around. And women – beautiful jewels 

make women go mad. I would not trust any woman with 

these jewels. But I will trust you.’

‘Me?’ Bob stared.

‘Yes,’ replied his friend. ‘I do not want these 

jewels to be taken by my enemies. I do not know when 

the rebellion will take place, but I may not live to reach 

the airstrip this afternoon. Take the jewels and do the 

best you can.’

‘But I don’t understand,’ said Bob. ‘What do you 

want me to do with them?’

‘Take them out of the country somehow,’ Ali said 

calmly. ‘You will think of a plan.’

‘But Ali, I don’t know how to do that.’

Ali sat back in his chair and smiled. ‘You are 

sensible, Bob, and you are honest. When we were at 

school, you always had clever ideas. I will give you 

the name and address of a man who deals with such 

things for me – in case I do not survive. Do not look 

so worried, Bob. Do the best you can, that is all I ask. I 

shall not blame you if you fail. It is as Allah wills.’

nod (v) ¾ÂÑ¡Ë¹ŒÒ
strange (adj) 

effect (n)
death (n)
violence (n)  

follow (v) μÒÁÁÒ
go mad àÊÕÂÊμÔ
stare (v) Œ̈Í§, ÁÍ§
replied (pt ¢Í§ 
reply)

taken (pp ¢Í§ take) 
àÍÒä»

rebellion (n)
take place
live (v) ÁÕªÕÇÔμÍÂÙ‹
reach (v) ä»¶Ö§
best (n)
understand (v) 

à¢ŒÒã¨
somehow (adv) 

calmly (adv)  
ÍÂ‹Ò§ã¨àÂç¹

think of (v) ¹Ö¡ÍÍ¡
plan (n) á¼¹¡ÒÃ
sat back (pt ¢Í§ 
sit) àÍ¹ËÅÑ§¾Ô§

smile (v) ÂÔéÁ
sensible (adj)  

ÁÕàËμØ¼Å
honest (adj) 

clever (adj)
idea (n)
name (n) ª×èÍ
address (n) ·ÕèÍÂÙ‹
deal with (v)
thing (n) ÊÔè§¢Í§ 
in case
survive (v)
ask (v) ¢Í
blame (v) ¡Å‹ÒÇâ·É
fail (v) ÅŒÁàËÅÇ
Allah (n)
will (n)
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o do withhh themmm?’

e them out of the country somehow,’ Ali said 



‘You’re crazy!’ exclaimed Bob.

‘No. I believe in fate, that is all.’

‘But Ali – a million pounds. Aren’t you afraid that 

I’ll keep the jewels for myself?’

Ali Yusuf smiled at his friend. ‘No, Bob,’ he said, 

‘I am not afraid of that.’

crazy (adj)
exclaim (v) ÍØ·Ò¹
believe (v) àª×èÍ
fate (n)
million (n) ̈ íÒ¹Ç¹ÅŒÒ¹
pound (n)

afraid (adj) ¡ÅÑÇ
keep (v)
myself (pron)  

μÑÇàÍ§
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