
The Theft of Mjolnir

THOR’S hammer, Mjolnir, was one of the gods’ 

greatest treasures. It was their guarantee of safety 

from their deadly enemies, the giants. While Thor 

had Mjolnir in his grasp no giant would dare to attack 

Asgard. Imagine Thor’s horror, then, when he awoke 

one morning and found the hammer missing. It was not 

by his pillow where he placed it every night.

‘My hammer! My hammer!’ he raged. ‘Someone 

has taken it. I know – it’s that sneak-thief Loki! He’s at 

the bottom of this.’ He found Loki, seized him by the 

throat and angrily demanded his hammer back.

‘Calm down,’ gasped Loki when he was able to 

speak. ‘What would I want your hammer for? If it’s 

been stolen you should blame the giants. One of them 

must have crept in during the night and taken it.’

‘That’ll be it!’ roared Thor, switching his rage in 

a new direction. ‘I’ll show those giants they can’t mess 
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‘Use your brain, Thor,’ said Loki. ‘You can’t just 

go and tackle the giants unarmed. Without Mjolnir 

they’ll make mincemeat of you. This calls for some 

clever thinking.’

‘Well, you’re the one who’s supposed to be so 

clever. What do you suggest?’

‘We need to know who’s got your hammer and 

where they’ve put it. Leave it to me. I’ll make some 

inquiries,’ said Loki. The shape-changer transformed 

himself into a hawk and soared up into the sky. The way 

the fortress of Thrym, king of the frost giants. The giant 

was outside his hall, combing the manes of his horses 

and looking very pleased with himself. Loki swooped 

down beside him and changed to his proper shape.

‘What brings you here? And how are things with the 

gods?’

‘Things are not good,’ replied Loki. ‘Thor has lost 

his hammer. Have you any idea where it is?’

At this, Thrym began to laugh. He laughed and 

laughed till tears of laughter were running down his 

cheeks and his laugh was horrible to listen to, like the 
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sound of cracking ice. ‘I know where it is,’ he said. ‘I 

put it there. It’s buried deep in the earth, eight leagues 

down, and there it will stay unless...’

‘Unless what?’ asked Loki.

‘Unless I have the beautiful Freyja as my bride. 

That is the price the gods must pay for getting Mjolnir 

back.’

dignity as he could manage, though he knew the gods 

would be enraged at the idea. 

When he got back to Asgard he found Thor striding 

up and down impatiently outside his hall waiting for 

news. On hearing Thrym’s terms for returning the 

hammer he grabbed hold of Loki and dragged him along 

to Freyja’s palace, bursting in on her without waiting to 

be announced.

Thor said to Freyja.

‘Are you mad, Thor?’ said Freyja. ‘Whatever do 

you mean? I’m not about to marry anyone.’

‘Oh yes you are,’ cried Thor. ‘The safety of Asgard 

depends on it. We must get Mjolnir back. Thrym the 

frost giant has stolen it and won’t give it up unless you 
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marry him.’

At this, Freyja gave a great shriek of rage. ‘I have 

never been so insulted in my life. I, a princess of Asgard, 

marry a lousy frost giant! Never, never, never!’ Her 

chest so swelled with rage that her precious necklace 

Thor was getting equally worked up. He wasn’t 

good at seeing other people’s point of view. Loki tugged 

his tunic warningly. ‘This is a matter that concerns all 

the gods,’ he said. ‘Let Odin decide. Freyja can explain 

her point of view to him.’

When he heard that Asgard was at the mercy of 

the giants who might be swarming over the walls at 

any minute, Odin summoned a meeting of all the gods. 

‘We can’t let the giants have Freyja,’ he told them. ‘Has 

anyone a better suggestion?’

The watchman Heimdall spoke up. ‘It’s no use 

tell us where the hammer is. We need to trick him into 

is a traditional bridal gift. Why don’t we dress up Thor 

to look like Freyja, with a bridal veil to cover all that 

ginger hair, and send him to Thrym as his bride? When 
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do with it!’

Thor, who could not believe his ears. Dress as a woman, 

never! He’d be a laughing stock. No one would ever 

let him forget it. But when the gods pointed out he was 

his maidservant and do all the talking, Thor reluctantly 

agreed. The gods decked him out in a long skirt down to 

his boots and a top padded out in a womanly shape, with 

an embroidered tunic over the lot and a long white veil. 

They gave him a housewife’s bundle of keys hanging 

on a chain from his waist, two matching brooches over 

Brisingamen (now mended) that glittered through the 

veil. Then the ‘bride’ and her ‘maidservant’ mounted 

Thor’s chariots, drawn by his two strong billy goats, 

King Thrym of the ice giants was pacing around 

of all the glossy black cattle that were grazing in his 
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dogs, and it seemed to him that he lacked only one thing 

to make his happiness complete. He needed Freyja to 

be his queen. When he heard the thunder of chariot 

wheels in the distance he called out to his servants to 

put up the trestle tables and bring in the wedding feast 

for Freyja was approaching; he could see the glimmer 

of Brisingamen around her throat.

Thrym rushed out to welcome his bride, who was 

naturally very shy and tongue-tied. He placed her next 

to him at the head of the table, with her maidservant at 

her side. He was surprised to see his bride eat a whole 

sweetmeats meant for all the ladies, as well as downing 
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three whole casks of mead. The maidservant explained 

that her mistress had been so excited by the thought 

of marrying Thrym that she had not been able to eat 

or drink for eight days. ‘I like the sound of that!’ said 

Thrym and lifted a corner of the bride’s veil to steal 

him draw back in a hurry. The maidservant explained 

hadn’t slept a wink for eight days because she was so 

excited at the thought of the wedding.

in the hammer,’ he called, ‘and let us celebrate our 

wedding in the traditional way.’ Servants carried in the 

great hammer, Mjolnir, and ceremoniously laid it in the 

bride’s lap. The moment Thor felt it in his grasp he leapt 

blow. Then he treated the rest of the giant’s household 

in the same way.

And that is how Thor got his hammer back.
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Thor’s Adventures in Utgard

THOR hated hanging around with nothing to do. If 

he did not have a job to get on with, he went out to 

look for one. ‘There are too many of those pesky giants 

few.’ He harnessed the two goats that drew his chariot, 

threw a few things into the back of it, and was about to 

with you,’ called Loki. ‘Those giants are not as stupid 

as you think. You’ll need someone with his wits about 

him.’

jaunt, feeling – for that day at least – the best of friends. 

Thor kept his goats at a quick trot and by evening they 

looking for somewhere to spend the night. The only 

building in sight was a poor farmhouse. ‘It doesn’t look 

up to much,’ said Loki. ‘Never mind,’ said Thor. ‘If the 

owner can’t feed us, I will.’ 
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